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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) today successfully included a study of the health impacts related to global warming on the U.S. population, particularly on vulnerable populations, in the fiscal year 20007 Interior, Environment Appropriations bill.

   Olver added the study in the Interior, Environment Appropriations bill, which includes the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), during a meeting of the full House Appropriations Committee today.

  "We must be better prepared to address the increase of health complications which will impact the country at large, but particularly our most vulnerable populations ‚ the very young, the very old, and those with respiratory disease," Olver said.

    Olver's amendment would require the EPA to contract with the National Academies of Science to conduct a study of potential health impacts of climate disturbance, caused by global warming, on the U.S. population at large and to make recommendations for improving our public health and medical response capability to those health impacts, particularly with regard to vulnerable populations, such as the very young, the very old, persons with respiratory illness and residents living in areas of poor air quality.

  Olver is a member of the Interior, Environment Appropriations Subcommittee. The amendment was accepted by a voice vote.

  Olver added, "We need to be much better prepared for increases in air pollution, the spread of pest-borne and other diseases, and heat waves. The increase of these will cause health complications in many areas of the country. We need to act now to protect our most vulnerable citizens ‚ children and babies, the elderly and those who already suffer from respiratory illness."

   The overwhelming consensus of climate science produced by thousands of researchers is:

  1.  That we must expect environmental changes caused by global warming to have direct impact on human health.

    Exposure to air pollution can aggravate chronic respiratory and cardiovascular disease, damage lung tissue, contribute to cancer and lead to premature death. Global warming will exacerbate these problems by affecting the concentration and distribution of air pollutants. Ozone levels, for example, will rise because increased temperatures accelerate the rate at which ground-level ozone is formed.

  2.  That we must expect more extreme weather events including droughts, floods, and heat waves.

    As an example, the heatwave of 2003 throughout Europe caused more than 22,000 excessive deaths.  Water-borne illnesses (caused by bacteria like Cryptosporidium and E. coli) are expected to increase because of the standing water that remains after severe weather events like flooding or hurricanes.

  3.  That we must expect the emergence of new diseases and re-emergence of old pest-borne diseases ‚ that is, diseases spread by mosquitoes, ticks, and mites.

    In fact, such evidence is already available. The 1999 outbreak of West Nile Virus in New York took the lives of seven people. Subsequent expansion in 2002 infected 230 animal species and cases of the virus were reported in 44 states and the District of Columbia.

   Studies reviewed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change anticipated that "the proportion of the world's population living within the potential malaria transmission zone would increase from 45% in the 1990s to 60% by 2050."  This is alarming for the U.S. since it assumes a northward migration of the zone in the northern hemisphere.
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